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From Boston luxury
to seaside resort

ROCHELLE
9 LASH

CHECKING IN

Have you gifted for Moth-
er’s Day?

If you are choosing a mini-
vacation, May 11 might call
for a destination loaded with
grandeur that would sweep
Mom away from the everyday.
For others, the second Sun-
day in May is all about family;,
all ages having fun on a mod-
erate budget.

Here are two ideas in New
England: the Fairmont
Copley Plaza, a sophisti-
cated landmark of Boston,
and Ocean Woods Resort,
a budget-conscious, child-
friendly seaside getaway.

Even historic hotels shake
things up to stay on trend.

The Fairmont Copley Plaza
has stylish new features in
addition to its splendid neo-
classical architecture and or-
nate interiors.

The Copley has been a fa-
vourite of the establishment
since 1912, a home away from
home for dignitaries, and vir-
tually every U.S. president
since the 1930s has visited,
including Clinton, Nixon and
FD.R. It’s still A-list. Chris-
tian Bale, Amy Adams, Kate
Hudson and Taylor Swift are
among the celebrity sight-
ings.

Since its 100th birthday, the
Copley has been unveiling
modernizations, including
a comprehensive rooftop fit-
ness centre with an outdoor
deck and a new lobby lounge
with a major see-and-be-seen
quotient.

The hotel also redecor-
ated its nearly 400 luxurious
rooms with elegant residen-
tial-style decor in a regal
plum and blue colour scheme,
and it created themed suites
around Boston’s institutions,
such as the Boston Pops and
the Freedom Trail. Guests
enjoy all the right stuff: pod
coffee makers, flat-screen
televisions and iHome dock-
ing stations. The exclusive
Gold Floor Lounge, also re-
cently renovated, takes it up
a notch with welcome perks
— aprivate concierge, all-day
refreshments and an honour
bar.
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FAIRMONT HOTELS & RESORTS

A stunning model of classic luxury, the Fairmont Copley Plaza added cool new features
for its 100th anniversary, including themed suites related to Boston's institutions.

My idea was to gift Mom
with a sleepover at this opu-
lent hotel, yes, but also to ex-
perience the updated take on
food and drink.

The clubby, patrician Oak
Bar has been reincarnated
as the more fashionable OAK
Long Bar + Kitchen, argu-
ably the hottest and most
chic brasserie this side of
Boston’s Charles River. Itis a
gorgeousroom with towering
arched windows, 100-year-old
stained glass and a huge fire-
place, all a classical backdrop
to the trendy new open Kitch-
en and burnished copper-
topped bar.

Fresh farm-and-sea dinner
fare includes clam chowder,
Yankee pot roast, Kobe meat-
balls, lemon sole, grilled duck

and crab cakes. Brunch fea-
tures a morning-after cock-
tail of vodka, hazelnut and es-
presso, plus amenu of wagyu
beef burgers and short ribs,
as well as old faves like blue-
berry pancakes and chicken
pot pie. Opening this month
will be OAK’s sidewalk café,
facing Trinity Church and
the action of Copley Square.
The Fairmont’s location
is impeccable, especially if
Mom likes to shop. Saks Fifth
Avenue and Neiman-Marcus
are a few blocks away, and
Catie Copley, the hotel’s ca-
nine ambassador, would be
delighted to go for a stroll.

A world away from the
urban fray, the Ocean Woods
Resort in the peaceful en-

virons of Kennebunkport,
Maine, beckons with bracing
sea air and an atmosphere of
summer-cottage comfort.

Ocean Woods is operated
by a family, for families. It’s
a rambling white clapboard
hotel one kilometre from a
beautiful stretch of Goose
Rocks Beach on the Atlantic
Ocean.

Owners Kathleen Spang
and her partner, Peter Mor-
ton, assisted by Spang’s five
children, manage 32 guest
rooms, a swimming pool
and a pub, PJ’s Spirits and
Sports. A throwback to a
kinder, gentler time, Ocean
Woods has lawn games like
shuffleboard, tetherball and
horseshoes. And genera-
tions of guests return year
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OCEAN WOODS RESORT

The Ocean Woods Resort in Kennebunkport, Maine, has a
down-home feel and family-friendly features.

1 YOU GO

Fairmont Copley Plaza:
866-540-4417, 800-441-
1414, 617-267-5300,
oaklongbarkitchen.com,
fairmont.com/copley-plaza-
boston; 138 St. James Ave.,
Boston, Mass.; pet-friendly,
$25 per night.

Price: Rooms start at approxi-
mately $389 U.S. and suites
start at $689 U.S. per night,
for two, including health club,
concierge. Extras: parking,
Wi-Fi, babysitting/cribs,
24-hour business services.
Internet is free on Fairmont
Gold floor or Fairmont Pres-
idents Club.

Ocean Woods Resort: 866-
967-1928, 207-967-1928;
oceanwoodsresort.com; 72
Dyke Rd., Kennebunkport/
Goose Rocks Beach, Maine.

Price: May 3 to June 18 and
Sept. 1to Oct. 20, $95-$145
U.S.; June 19 to Aug. 31 (high
season), $165-$195 U.S.; incl.
continental breakfast, Wi-Fi,
newspaper, pool, lawn games
and beach gear. Pay 10 per cent
less for five nights. Children 18
and under stay for free. Apart-
ments with kitchens rented
Sat.-to-Sat. Extras: bikes,
$10; kayaks and canoes, $20;
beach parking, $10.

after year to make memories
and fill Facebook pages with
youngsters splashing in the
pool and building sandcastles
until the tide rolls in.

“We have a quiet country
setting near the beach,” said
Spang, “and the hotel has a
real down-home feeling.

“We’re an attraction for
what]I call ‘the sand-pail set.””

Goose Rocks Beach is pro-
tected by areef, sothe surging
Atlantic waters are relatively
calm. And you don’t have to
lug your beach gear in the
car from home. Ocean Woods
provides everything — tow-
els, umbrellas, boogie boards,
chairs and, yes, sand pails,
plusabuggy to geteverything
to the shore.

Spang and Morton have
steadily upgraded in recent
years. The pool is surrounded
by a new patio, and the guest
rooms all have been refur-
bished with pastel decor,
fresh carpets and colonial-
style furniture. All rooms
have coffee machines and
cable television, and some
have gas fireplaces and mini-

refrigerators — so handy
in summer, especially with
children. I particularly like
the ground-floor rooms with
walkout patios.

Prices here can’t be beat.
Until June 20, rates start at
about $110 U.S. for a family
of four in one room with two
queen beds. For more space
and privacy,  recommend the
two-room suite.

PJ’s, the pub at Ocean
Woods, knows its mission:
casual fare, accessible
prices, a kids’ menu, beer
and cocktails. Lobster rolls
and steamed lobster are on
the menu, as well as steak
tips, haddock and sports-bar
staples like pizza, tacos, on-
ionrings and nachos. You can
watch the sun set on the out-
door deck or pull up a tavern
chair and tune in to the Bos-
ton Red Sox on a big screen.

There is life beyond the
beach. Ocean Woods is about
eight kilometres from the
shops and harbour of down-
town Kennebunkport. The
hotel organizes sport-fishing,
boat cruises and golf.
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1000 ISLANDS

GOLF COURSE

GLEN HOUSE RESORT - SMUGGLERS GLEN

In the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose from one
of our many Stay and Play or Romance Packages,
starting at $136 per night based on double occupancy.
Enjoy our 18 hole championship golf course, onsite
spa, casual fine dining, local Theatre, Boat Cruises
and Casino. Visit www.glenhouseresort.com or

Call 1-800-268-4536 for details.

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD
$149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River views,
18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown. Safe,
quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive & 80™ Street.

For more info, call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY

Enjoy the comforts of our historic “country elegant”
boutique hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy
Martini Library Lounge, renowned international dining.
Some guest rooms with fireplaces and/or Jacuzzi.
Golf, hiking & tax-free outlet shopping nearby.

From $78ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast & Dinner
(off regular full menu). Photos, amenities & menu
online. 603-421-6146 www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Spring Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in either
a studio efficiency at US $92.95 or a more spacious
one bedroom suite at US $102.95/ night, including a
deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Call toll free
877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette special. Not
valid with other discounts and subject to availability.
Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington,
Vt. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same
entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country
Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at
$149/night weekdays Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite
Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast served each
morning Includes Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine
and Dinner (M-Th.) Weekend Reception Coming Soon!
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking
distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain
and the Church Street Marketplace Promotional rate may
not be available during select periods. Contact hotel for
more information Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special off season rates are $135 for 2 nights or
$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.

TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT

Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

NEW JERSEY

KEY MOTEL/WILDWOOD

Large rooms with kitchenettes. Close to beach,
boardwalk, & amusement parks. Inground pool BBQ.
July and August special: 5 nights Sun-Fri $399.00
efficiency, 5 nights Sun-Fri $549.00 1 bdrm suite,

7 night special, Sat -Sat $599.00 efficiency $749.00
1 bdrm suite. 609-522-8142 www.keymotel.net

ISLAND BREEZE MOTEL/NORTH WILDWOOD
Directly in front of Morey’s Surfside Pier and Oasis
Waterpark, all standard rooms, newly remodeled,

in ground pool & kiddie pool, BBQ, free WIFI,
complimentary poolside pizza weekly, Unbeatable
location at an affordable price! 5 night SPECIAL Sun-Fri
$549.00+ tax, 7 night SPECIAL $799.00+ tax (sat-
sat,sun-sun) 609-522-2700 islandbreezemotel.net




